[Projections of the neurons of the medial terminal nucleus of the accessory optic tract to the caudate nucleus of the cat detected by the combined methods of retrograde axonal transport and experimental degeneration].
Projections of neurons of the medial terminal nucleus of the accessory optic tract receiving direct retinal inputs to the head and body of caudate nucleus are shown in cat by the retrograde axonal transport of horseradish peroxidase and experimental degeneration. These projections are mainly ipsilateral and uniformly distributed in the above mentioned parts of the nucleus. The neurons of the medial terminal nucleus establishing synaptic connections with caudate neurons have different shapes and sizes (from 20 X 10 microns to 37.5 X 18 microns) and are located both in the ventral and dorsal parts of the nucleus. Conclusions are made about functional significance of these projections in the regulation of the muscular tension.